
 

 
 
Minutes of the UWRF Faculty Senate for December 12, 2007  Vol. 32 No. 9. 

 
 

Representation Term Expires 2010 Term Expires 2008 Term Expires 2009 
CAFES Kris Hiney  Laine Vignona   

Wes Chapin** 
(Mike Kahlow) Patricia Berg  
Karl Peterson  John Heppen  

CAS   

Peter Johansson 
 

COEPS  Ogden Rogers Michael Miller  
CBE   Glenn Potts 

Kristie Feist 
4th Division Kristen Hendrickson  

Gregg Heinselman**  
(Larry Testa) Sarah Egerstrom  

 Brenda Boetel (Jr)  
Melissa Wilson (Jr) 
 

Sarah Parks (Jr) Dawn Hukai (Sr)  David Rainville (Sr) 

At Large 
David Furniss (Sr) 
  

Terry Ferriss (Sr)  
 

 Connie Foster*    
 
*  Chancellor’s Designee 
**  Absent 
() Substitute 
 
Call to Order:  David Rainville called the meeting to order at  3:34 pm 
 
Seating of Substitutes: Larry Testa for Gregg Heinselman and Mike Kahlow for Wes 
Chapin 
 
Guests: none 
 
Approval of Minutes from November 7, 2007 
Motion to approve by  David Furniss and seconded by Karl Peterson 
Corrections:  Terry Ferriss is spelled with 2 s’s; Terry also wished to clarify that she 
moved to table discussion of the ADA position as she needed further information as to 
the accuracy of the statements being made.  
18 approved 
0 opposed 
0 abstentions; minutes approved 



 
Approval of Minutes from November 28, 2007 
Motion to approve the minutes by Sarah Parks and seconded by Sarah Egerstrom 
  Minutes were approved unanimously 
 
Chair’s Report: 
On November 30, 2007 I attended a meeting of the UWS Faculty Representatives in 
Madison.  Many of the issues that were discussed were not entirely of a governance 
nature. 
 
The major items of discussion involved an explanation of the existing segregated fee 
policy and some possible changes to be brought to the BOR, a Doctor of Nursing Practice 
proposal also to be brought to the BOR, the Pay Plan, The Voluntary System of 
Accountability, the process by which Health Care Plans are chosen, and a Shared 
Governance Principles and Guidelines Document. 
 
The Shared Governance Principle and Guidelines Document is a result of some work by 
UWS administrators and a group of some of the faculty representatives.  This work was 
begun last year and I was not involved.  The document will be brought to Faculty Senate 
for action at our first meeting of the Spring Semester.  The UW-System would like for us 
to approve it in principle as a working document as it related to shared governance in the 
formulation of UWS policies that are of a governance nature.  The pertinent portion of 
the document reads: 
 
In normal situations, shared governance business will be carried out through UW System 
Faculty Representatives Advisory Council and Academic Staff Representatives Council 
meetings.  For issues of a more minor nature, the chair/facilitators of the UW System 
Faculty Representatives Advisory Council and Academic Staff Representatives Council 
have discretion to work directly with the Board of Regents President and/or the UW 
System President or their designees.  For issues requiring urgent response, the UW 
System and or Board of Regents President can gain access to the governance system 
through chairs/facilitators of the UW System Faculty Representatives Advisory Council 
and Academic Staff Representatives Council.  I can report that UW-Stouts Faculty Senate 
has voted against endorsing the document. 
 
The discussion concerning VSA, or Voluntary System of Accountability primarily 
involved how to inform UW System faculty and staff about the program.  I was named to 
a committee which will work on designing a workshop which will be offered to faculty 
and staff in order to familiarize them with VSA. Faculty should stay tuned for more 
details as they develop. 
 
Al Crist, with UW System Human Resources discussed the Pay Plan.  Most of you are 
familiar with the 2/2/1 plan which was approved by OCER.  UW System would like to 
use tuition dollars from the 2007-2008 tuition increases to augment that plan with 1.5% 
per annum, essentially arriving at a 4-4 pay plan.  It is my understanding that this needs 



to be approved by OCER.  The Governor supports the plan only as it applies to teaching 
faculty and teaching academic staff.  We will know more about this in January. 
 
The discussion about healthcare plans was obviously a result of the situation that has 
arisen here at UWRF.  The entire process of selection of plans was discussed in detail.   
Many of you know, the chancellors at individual UW System institutions nor the UW 
System itself, is not involved in any step of the process.  If anyone wants to know about 
the process, I can share some documents that outline how it is done. 
 
Finally, I want to report that legislation requiring representation by each of the State's 
Congressional District on the Group insurance Board is making its way to the Wisconsin 
States Senate and Assembly.  At UWRF, we will be putting together a group of 
individuals to testify at hearings in both the Assembly and Senate as they consider this 
legislation.  This group will be comprised of individuals and family members of 
Wisconsin State employees who have been adversely impacted by the recent changes to 
our healthcare plans. 
 
(handout) Shared Governance Principles and Guidelines – Faculty and Academic Staff - 
November 15, 2007. 
 
Vice Chair’s Report: none 
Other Reports: none 
 
New Business Consent Agenda: 

1. Motion from AP & P to approve a program change in the Agribusiness 
Management Major and Minor.  0 objections - approved 

2. Motion from AP & P to approve a program change to Health and human 
Performance Major, Option B.  0 objections – approved 

 
Old Business: 
 

1. Second reading of a proposal from the General Education Committee: 
Moved by Glenn Potts to introduce this motion for discussion 
Seconded by Karl Peterson 

 
Motion: To transfer responsibility for approval and assessment of American Cultural Diversity and 
Global Perspectives courses from the Academic Policy and Programs Committee to the General 
Education Committee, and to change the name of the General Education Committee to General 
Education and University Requirements Committee. 
 
Current Handbook Descriptions: 
 
Section A - Academic Program and Policy Committee 
 

Membership: Nine faculty (at least three of whom are members of the graduate faculty and who 
are affirmed by the Graduate Council), the Provost & Vice Chancellor or the Provost & vice 
Chancellor designee, and four students. 
 
1.  Term of office: three years for faculty, one-third to be appointed each year; one year for students. 



 
2.  Duties: 
 

a.  To establish the goals and objectives of the undergraduate curriculum of the University. 
 
b.  To establish the goals and objectives of the graduate curriculum of the University in 

consultation with the Graduate Council. 
 
c.  To examine and evaluate the overall curriculum of the University for possible improvements, 

to recommend revisions, and to initiate suggestions for study and action. 
 
d.  To examine and recommend to the Faculty Senate proposals for new graduate degree and 

certificate programs, undergraduate minors and majors, general education, American cultural 
diversity and global perspective courses, and any other new academic programs. Graduate 
programs will be forwarded t o the Academic Program and Policy Committee by the Graduate 
Council. [FS 03/04 #21] 

 
e.  To examine and promote the development of new, experimental, and innovative curricular 

programs and offerings at both the graduate and undergraduate level. 
 
f.  To examine and recommend to the Faculty Senate proposals for substantial changes in 

graduate degrees and certificate programs and undergraduate majors and submajors. 
 
g.  If the committee rejects a proposal for a new program from a Department or the Graduate 

Council, that body may request a vote on the proposal by the Faculty Senate. If rejected, the 
Faculty Senate will supply the department or Graduate Council with a summary of its reasons. 

 
h.  To approve the plan for assessment of General Education submitted by the Assessment 

Committee. The Assessment Committee will assess General Education every ten years in 
conjunction with and prior to the campus visit by the re-accreditation team of the Higher 
Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools. 

 
3.  Procedure: The committee shall, in consultation with the Provost and Vice Chancellor, coordinate 

university-wide programs as specified under “Duties” above and require reports from faculty 
responsible for conducting such programs as requested. 

 
4.  Recommendations dealing with American Cultural Diversity and Global Perspectives new 

graduate and undergraduate programs and majors/minors are approved by Academic Policy& 
Program, Faculty Senate, the Provost & Vice Chancellor, and the Chancellor, in that order. [FS 
06/07 #27] 

 
 
 
Section K – General Education Committee [FS 03/04 #17] 
 

1. Committee Structure: Responsibility for supervising the General Education Program at the 
University of Wisconsin – River Falls will be undertaken by a faculty committee comprised 
of the following voting membership: proportional representation of the faculty by college 
(determination to be based on FTE) not to exceed 10 faculty members appointed by Faculty 
Senate for three year terms, plus two student members appointed by the Student Senate.   
Each academic college must have at least one representative.  Non-voting representatives will 
include the Assessment Coordinator and representatives from the Registrar’s Office and the 
Office of the Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs. [FS 07/08 #?] 

 
2. Committee Functions: [FS 07/08 #?] 
 



a. Promote and support the General Education program on the UWRF campus. 
 
b. Define and review the policies for the General Education course submission procedure. 
 
c. Approve/disapprove courses for the General Education program and communicate these 

decisions to the campus community. 
 

d Carry out a review of General Education courses on a 5-year cycle. 
 
e. Evaluate all assessment results and provide feedback to all relevant parties. 
 
f. Recommend changes in the General Education structure to the Faculty Senate [FS 06/07 

#27]. 
 
g. Promote opportunities for faculty development related to General Education. 
 
h. Develop processes and procedures for removal of General Education courses from the 

curriculum. 
 
i. Determine whether or not the course offerings for each General Education goal are 

sufficient to meet student needs. 
 
 
Proposed Handbook descriptions: 
 
[Additions, Deletions indicated] 
 
Section A - Academic Program and Policy Committee 
 

Membership: Nine faculty (at least three of whom are members of the graduate faculty and who 
are affirmed by the Graduate Council), the Provost & Vice Chancellor or the Provost & vice 
Chancellor designee, and four students. 
 
1.  Term of office: three years for faculty, one-third to be appointed each year; one year for students. 
 
2.  Duties: 
 

a.  To establish the goals and objectives of the undergraduate curriculum of the University. 
 
b.  To establish the goals and objectives of the graduate curriculum of the University in 

consultation with the Graduate Council. 
 
c.  To examine and evaluate the overall curriculum of the University for possible improvements, 

to recommend revisions, and to initiate suggestions for study and action. 
 
d.  To examine and recommend to the Faculty Senate proposals for new graduate degree and 

certificate programs, undergraduate minors and majors, general education, American 
cultural diversity and global perspective courses, and any other new academic programs. 
Graduate programs will be forwarded t o the Academic Program and Policy Committee by the 
Graduate Council. [FS 03/04 #21] 

 
e.  To examine and promote the development of new, experimental, and innovative curricular 

programs and offerings at both the graduate and undergraduate level. 
 
f.  To examine and recommend to the Faculty Senate proposals for substantial changes in 



graduate degrees and certificate programs and undergraduate majors and submajors. 
 
g.  If the committee rejects a proposal for a new program from a Department or the Graduate 

Council, that body may request a vote on the proposal by the Faculty Senate. If rejected, the 
Faculty Senate will supply the department or Graduate Council with a summary of its reasons. 

 
h.  To approve the plan for assessment of General Education submitted by the Assessment 

Committee. The Assessment Committee will assess General Education every ten years in 
conjunction with and prior to the campus visit by the re-accreditation team of the Higher 
Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools. 

 
3.  Procedure: The committee shall, in consultation with the Provost and Vice Chancellor, coordinate 

university-wide programs as specified under “Duties” above and require reports from faculty 
responsible for conducting such programs as requested. 

 
4.  Recommendations dealing with American Cultural Diversity and Global Perspectives new 

graduate and undergraduate programs and majors/minors are approved by Academic Policy& 
Program, Faculty Senate, the Provost & Vice Chancellor, and the Chancellor, in that order. [FS 
06/07 #27] 

 
 
Section K – General Education [FS 03/04 #17] and University Requirements Committee 
 

1. Committee Structure: Responsibility for supervising the General Education Program at the 
University of Wisconsin – River Falls will be undertaken by a faculty committee comprised 
of the following voting membership: proportional representation of the faculty by college 
(determination to be based on FTE) not to exceed 10 faculty members appointed by Faculty 
Senate for three year terms, plus two student members appointed by the Student Senate.   
Each academic college must have at least one representative.  Non-voting representatives will 
include the Assessment Coordinator and representatives from the Registrar’s Office and the 
Office of the Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs. [FS 07/08 #?] 

 
2. Committee Functions: [FS 07/08 #?] 
 

a. Promote and support the General Education program on the UWRF campus. 
 
b. Define and review the policies for the General Education course submission procedure. 
 
c. Approve/disapprove courses for the General Education program and communicate these 

decisions to the campus community. 
 
d. Approve/disapprove courses for the American Cultural Diversity and Global 

Perspectives requirements and communicate these decisions to the campus community. 
 

e Carry out a review of General Education, American Cultural Diversity, and Global 
Perspectives courses on a 5-year cycle.  

 
f. Evaluate all assessment results and provide feedback to all relevant parties. 
 
g. Recommend changes in the General Education structure to the Faculty Senate [FS 06/07 

#27]. 
 
h. Promote opportunities for faculty development related to General Education. 
 
i. Develop processes and procedures for removal of General Education courses from the 

curriculum. 



 
j. Determine whether or not the course offerings for each General Education goal are 

sufficient to meet student needs. 
 
The above was voted upon, with a subsequent vote of 18 in favor, 0 opposed and 0 
abstentions. 
 
New Business 
 

1. Proposal from Faculty Welfare to approve the change in description of faculty 
load as defined in Chapter 8 (8.1.1) of the Faculty Staff Handbook.  

 
This item has been moved to a later date due as Brad Mogen was recently injured. 
 
2. Proposal from the Academic Standards Committee to revise the Suspension & 

Probation Policy as defined in 8.2.19.  
 

8.2.19 Suspension & Probation Policy (Old) 
Good Academic Standing 
Students are in good academic standing if they maintain a cumulative resident grade 
point average of 2.000 or greater. 
Academic Probation 
Students will be placed on academic probation if:  

• They earn a cumulative grade point average less than 2.000  
• They have completed less than 30 credits and have a semester GPA of less than 

1.000. To maintain enrollment, these students must meet with and establish an 
academic contract with their academic advisor or academic dean.  

• They are readmitted after having left UW-RF while they were on probation or 
suspended for academic reasons.  

 
Academic Suspension 
The suspension period will be two semesters, exclusive of the summer session, or the J-
term session immediately following suspension. Students will be suspended if:  

• Their semester and cumulative grade point average is less than 2.000 at the end of 
two successive semesters  

• They have completed 30 or more credits and have a semester GPA of less than 
1.000. Students do not need to be on probation for this regulation to take effect.  

 
Appeal to the Deans/Re-Admission 
A student who seeks readmission to the University after academic suspension may 
appeal the ruling to the dean of their college and must initiate a formal application for 
readmission through the Registrar's Office. Depending on the circumstances, it is the 
Dean's prerogative to reverse the suspension ruling.  
 
8.2.19 Suspension & Probation Policy (New Final Version) 
Good Academic Standing 



Students are in good academic standing if they maintain a cumulative resident grade 
point average of 2.000 or greater. 
Academic Probation 
Students will be placed on academic probation if any of the following items apply:  

• They have completed 30 or more credits at UWRF and have earned a cumulative 
grade point average less than 2.000  

• They have completed less than 30 credits at UWRF and have a Fall, Spring, or 
Summer semester GPA of less than 1.667. To maintain enrollment, these students 
must meet with and establish an academic contract with their academic advisor or 
academic dean.  An F grade counts as completed credits for the purpose of this 
policy.  

• They are readmitted after having left UWRF while they were on probation or 
suspended for academic reasons.  

 
Academic Suspension 
Students will be suspended if any of the following items apply:  

• Their semester and cumulative grade point average is less than 2.000 at the end of 
two successive semesters at UWRF 

• They have completed 30 or more credits at UWRF and have a Fall, Spring, or 
Summer semester GPA of less than 1.000. Students do not need to be on probation 
for this regulation to take effect.  An F grade counts as completed credits for the 
purpose of this policy. 

 
Reentry After Suspension 
A student who seeks reentry to the University after academic suspension may apply for 
readmission through the Registrar's Office.  The Dean of the college to which the student 
seeks reentry will make the reentry decision.  Depending on the circumstances, it is the 
Dean's prerogative to readmit the student or not and determine the length and criteria of 
the suspension. 
 

Moved by David Furniss to discuss and seconded by Brenda Boetel. 
Discussion. 
The new version catches students who may be having trouble in classes almost 
immediately so that the help they may need can be given to them right away.  The 
final decision lies with the Dean in each individual college for reentry. 
 
18 approved 
0 opposed 
0 abstentions 
 
Motion approved. 
 
3. Proposal from the Faculty Compensation Committee to distribute the 2% salary 

increase across the board. 
 



The Administration is "to distribute the 2% salary increase from the 2007-08 pay plan 
across the board for all faculty members." 

Moved by John Heppin 
2nd Terry Ferriss 
 
This procedure is already in place and merely needs approval.  This replaces any 
merit rating performed last year. 
 18 in favor 
0 opposed 
0 abstentions, motion approved 
 
4. Proposal from the Executive Committee: Motion from the Executive Committee 

that all faculty members of the University of Wisconsin System committees must 
be appointed by the Faculty Senate. 

Moved by Glenn Potts to discuss and seconded by Dawn Hukai. 
 
Discussion 
 Compensation Advisory Committee – Chancellor appoints the Faculty positions then 
it goes to Faculty Senate to approve them. 
Terry Ferriss wished to clarify the difference between the words appointed and 
approved and moved to change “appointed” to “approved”  
Glenn Potts  informed the senate that there have been recommendations made in the 
past but it is not an appointment.  Approval still lies with the Chancellor, therefore 
there needs to be no alteration as to the wording in the motion.  Terry’s motion never 
received a second, and therefore never went forward. 
 
Move to amend the Motion by Karl Peterson to Insert UWRF… to read: that all 
UWRF faculty members of the University of Wisconsin System committees must be 
appointed by the Faculty Senate as the faculty of UWRF really don’t need to approve 
every member of the University of Wisconsin system committees. 
The amendment was seconded by Mike Kahlow 

 
18 in favor of the amendment 
0 opposed 
0 abstentions 
 
Amended motion was voted upon and passed. 
18 approve 
0 opposed 
0 abstentions 
 
Move to adjourn Faculty Senate by Laine Vignona - 2nd by David Furniss 
 
Adjournment at 4:05pm 
  


